
IN MEMORIAM 

IN MEMORIAM 

DANIEL UNDERHILL 

1874-1951 

DANIEL U NDERHILL died sudden! y ·On July I at Jericho, L J., in the 
house where he was born 77 ·years ago. He was a direct descendant of 
Capt. John Underhill (fl. r63o) and Helena l{reuger. He was a 
graduate of Friends Academy, Locust Valley, L.I., of Swarthmore 
College, and of New York Law School. He received his law degree in 
r 896 and vvas admitted to the bar in the same year, soon becoming a 
member of the staff of the District Attorney of Queens County. A few 
years later he became a partner in the law firm of Davison and Underhill, 
practising in Brooklyn ; after 1930 the firm being Underhill and Foster. 

Mr. Underhill was chairman of the board of directors of the Bank of 
Hicksville, trustee and counsel of the Roslyn Savings Bank, former 
trustee of Nassau County Trust Co., and ·of the Glen Cove Trust Co. 
He was a former vice-president of the Nassau County Bar Association 
and a member of the board of managers of Swarthmore College. He 
was a member of the Religious Society of Friends. 

He joined the American Alpine Club in 1922, assisting with various 
legal procedures in connection with its activities and attending many 
of its meetings. He was a member of the Alpine Club of Canada 
(1921), the Alpine Club (1930), the Swiss Alpine Club, the Appalachian 
Mountain Club, and the Fresh Air Club. His climbing career began in 
1920, and for several seasons he was active in the Canadian Rockies and 
Selkirks. In 1922 he visited the Alps, climbing in various districts 
between the Graians and the Dolomites. From 1925 on he went t9 the 
Alps annually, ascending a large number of the classical peaks, among 
them Grand Paradis, Matterhorn (twice ; once by Zmutt and Italian 
ridges), Zinal Rothhorn (twice), Finsteraarhorn, Schreckhorn, Monte 
Rosa, Lyskamm (traverse), Dom-Taschhorn (traverse), Weisshorn, 
Aiguille du Midi, Aiguille du Geant, Mont Blanc, Dent Blanche ; high
level route, Fionnay to Zermatt. This is but part. of a larger record. 
U nderhill was a strong, conservative climber of winning personality. 
He went with the writer to_ Tyrol in 1929 and climbed the higher peaks 
of Stubai and Oetzthal. Later, with Alfred Streich, he was on the 
W etterhorn and traversed the Aletschhorn. This was his last season. 
He married Bertha Coer in 1938, who survives him. 

J. MONROE THORINGTON. 

• 
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HARRY GEORGE VEAZEY 

1864-1951 

BoRN at Whitby in Yorkshire on December 2, 1864, and elected a 
. member of the Club on December 8, 1947 almost on his 83rd birth
day the late Canon H. G. Veazey, M.B.E., fell in love with the Alps 
as long ago as 1895, when he first went to Switzerland with a party led 
by Canon Horsley, and remained faithful to this love to the end of his 
long life.. But it was characteristic of the man that his main desire 
should always have been to bring ~o others the delights he himself 
enjoyed, and the fulfilment of this desire left 'him with little time or 
resources for purely personal activities, otherwise he would most 
certainly have qualified for membership very many years sooner with 
a substantial climbing record. · 

In 1881 he joined the Civil Service and came to London to work in 
the Stationery Office. Rut he had always wished to take Holy Orders 
and to this end he attended evening classes at King's College, London, 
winning prizes in Greek, Latin and Hebrew, with the result that he 
was then able to attend a full-time course. In 1890 he was ordained 
to a curacy at St. Andrew's, Stockwell, under Canon Escreet, a lover 
of the Alps, whose ice-axe he treasured to the end of his life and from 
whom he doubtless caught the infection. In 1892 he moved with 
Canon Escreet to St. Mary's,.Woolwich, where he was put in charge ~f 
St. Martin's Mission, and in 1896 he was sent by Bishop Talbot to 
start the new Mission of St. Hilda, in the parish of St. Mark's, Camber
well, of which he became vicar in 1902 and where he remained until his 
retirement in 1949. In the year of this appointment he married Mabel . 
Agnes Hurford, thus entering on a perfect partnership in ideals, work_ 
and recreations which he never regarded as having ended \Vith her 
sudden death, in the midst of her active life, in 1948. He became an 
Honorary Canon of South .. wark in 1917, was awarded the Fellowship 
of his old College in 1927, and in 1948 received the M.B.E. in recogni
tion of his devoted work for South London; which included gallant and 
self-sacrificing effort throughout the ' Blitz,' which fell upon his own 
parish with devastating fury. 

llis work as a parish priest was fortified by his passion for social 
righteousness and he had the knack of organising schemes for the im
provement of people's lives, of which much might be written. It is 
fair to say that nearly all the improvements in housing conditions in 
South London are due either directly or indirectly to his influence. At 
one stage, at the beginning of the century, he found that he would have 
to get on to the Camberwell Borough Council in order to carry out 
w~at he felt was needed. He did so with the highest total of votes of 
any candidate in any ward, and proceeded to secure the alteration of 
not' only housing conditions but also the whole set-up of the Borough 
Council. To help his parish, and to educate girls in the conditions in 
which half the population lived, he founded the United Girls' Schools 
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Mission (later called the Union of Girls' Schools. for Social Service) 
and by .this means bro~ght many hund~eds of girls from well-to-do 
homes into touch with London and fostered many vocations. for 
religious and social service. 

After his first visits to Switzerland in 1895 and 1896 he continued to 
go out almost every year as chaplain, if possible, in different places 
such as Bel Alp, Lac Champex, Zermatt, Chamonix, Montreux and many 
others, doing with his wife much walking but little climbing. I-Iis first 
recorded climb 'vas about 1896 when he was chaplain on Lake Lucerne 
but, feeling the pull of the mountains, managed to exchange with the 
chaplain at Engelberg, 'vhither he walked with his brother and whence 
on the first fine day he climbed Titlis, coming down in a snowstorm. 
As a result of this experience his brother has never been able to look 
at a mountain again, but on himself the effect was the opposite and he 
seems to have been out almost every year till 1914. After the war he 
went out in the winter, and a chance visit to Adelboden in 1921 inspired 
his wife and himself with the idea of trying to bring out a party from 
his parish in the summer. This led to the first party in the following 
year, all from his own parish and numbering 25; the beginning of a 
remarkable series, unbroken except during the Second World War, 
described in the booklet entitled The Epic of Adelboden (A.J. 282. 150), 
some of the parties numbering as many as 180. Of the large number 
of people coming out under his leadership a select few have become 
regular climbers and his son, the Rev. I-I. C. Hurford Veazey, who 
joined the Club in 1937, now carries on this splendid work since ' the 
Canon's ' last party in 1950. 

The June fortnights in Adelboden were often followed by a week in 
W engen, Griesalp or Zermatt and by family parties in August to man 
districts such as Zermatt, Saas Fee, Arolla, Wengen, Davos, Spliige11. 
the Fextal, and his knowledge of the Alps, gained mostly on foot; 
ranged from Chamonix to the Oetztal. Recorded climbs include 
Monte Leone, Pigne d'Arolla and attempts on the Matterhorn and 
various peaks in. the Mischabel group. He had climbed all the heights 
round Adelboden, some of them several times, his last being the Wild
strubel. The writer had the inestimable privilege of taking him to 
the summit of P. da la Margna in the summer of 1933 and witnessing 
his rapturous enjoyment of the panorama from that delightful view
point. In 1947 some of his many friends felt that his abilities as a 
climber, his extensive knowledge of the Alps and his devoted service 
in bringing some of that knowledge to so many others fully entitled hi~ 
to membership of the Club and his election at th,e end of that year 
brought him immense gratification. He had been since 1931 an active 
member of the Association of British Members of the Swiss Alpine 
Club (Wildstrubel Section) and a constant attendant at its meetings, 
and at our Club he was delighted to become the same. He was ' a 
man greatly beloved,' with a childlike simplicity of character, whose 
memory will be blessed by countless people who have come under his 
influence and inspiration in so many spheres of life and to him can well 
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appiy the words : ' And they that be wise shall shine as the brightness 
of the firmament ; and they that turn many to righteousness as the 
stars for ever and ever.' 

J. E. MONTGOMREY • 

JOSEPH PAUL S.TUDER 

1916-1951 
• 

• 

J. P. STUDER, who met his death in Nigeria on July 22, 1951, by a fall 
from an oil derrick, was elected to the Alpine Club in 1945. l-Ie had 
commenced climbing in 1930, at the age of fourteen, and by the time 
of his election had a long list of ascents to his credit, mostly in the 
smaller districts such as Diablerets or Val Ferret. He was probably 
but little known to members of the Club, as he was abroad mostly after 
the War, and we are indebted to his brother, Mr. R. M. Studer, for the 
following tribute : . 

My .brother's one great passion in life was mountain-climbing. His 
love of mountains was kindled when, as a young boy, he rejoined his 
family in Switzerland to finish his schooling in Lausanne. 

In his early days his urge to climb was given full rein when our 
family used to rent a chalet in the Alps during the summer vacations. 
My ·brother, displaying already then a practical and adventurous turn 
of mind, would get hold surreptitiously of the washing line and hide it 
carefully in the bottom of his rucksack ; to all intents and purposes we 
were just off for a ramble to the nearest a/page. When no companion 
was at hand he would set out by himself on a full day's excursion, 
scrambling up as many peaks as he could in the lower reaches of the 
Alps and perhaps fearlessly crossing alone a glacier or two in the process. 

Gradually his sphere of action spread to the higher peaks. The 
summer months would often see him with a young class-mate camping 
on a high alp in the Valais, from whence he would ascend all the 
neighbouring mountains according to a well-thought-out schedule. 
He was barely nineteen when in this fashion and always as leader, he 
climbed the Monte Rosa, Matterhorn, Zinal Rothorn, Dent Bl~nche 
and Grand Cornier, to mention only the better-known peaks. The 
handicap of a relatively low point of departure was offset many a time 
by a midnight start. . , 

The Plateau du Trient, with its sound rock and close proximity to 
Lausanne, held a particular fascination for him and I can recall some 
daring exploits amongst its granite aiguilles. 

Soon after his twentieth birthday· he met with a fall on the JumeHes, 
near the Savoy border. Whilst end~avouring to recover a wedged rope 
after an abseil he lost his balance and fell over 350 ft. down the face 
of the mountain. This left him·with a partially disabled arm which 
severely curtailed his mountaineering activities. 

• 
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l-Ie returned to England a few years before the \¥ ar and took a 
degree in geology at Bristol University. l-Ie flevv with the R.A.F. 
during the War as navigator in medium bombers, serving in North 
Africa, Sicily and Italy. During this $period he never missed a chance 
to add a peak to the long list of mountains he had already climbed. 

Following his demobilisation, he joined Shell's Anglo-Saxon P-etro
leum Company and undertook the geological survey of some lesser 
known parts of the Gold Coast and Nigeria, where he was still working 
at the time of his accidental death in July last. In spite of the scarcity 
of mountains in these equatorial regions he managed to do some climb
ing and I can recall his satisfaction in having been the second European 
to ascend Semolika Hill, a granite pinnacle in the heart of the Nigerian 
jungle. 

His spirit of adventure was well cloaked by a quiet and unassuming 
n1anner and all those who knew him 'vill deplore the loss of his sim
plicity and happy disposition. 

R. M. STUDER. 

- -· ·- ·- ···- ·- - ··- - -- ·-· 
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HUGH WAL TER BELCHER 

r860-1951 

WITH the death of I-1. W. Belcher, the Alpine C~ub loses one of its 
oldest members both in years and in length of membership. He was 
born on July 7, r86o, and died on July 4, 1951, having been elected to 
the Club in February 1906, his sponsors being Waiter \Veston and 
Echnund Garwood. 

He was the sixth child of the Rev.· B-rymer Belcher, vicar of St. 
Gabriel's, Pixnlico, one of the leading London clergymen of his 
day. Educated at Winchester and lVIagdalen College, Oxford, he took 
honours in both ~he Classical and l\1athematic<H Schools. As a young 
man he vvas employed on the construction of a railway in Japan in the 
188o's and 'go's; and thereafter practised for a few years as. a consulting 
engineer. He was a man of many and varied hobbies, being a skilful 
.photographer, an excellent amateur watch and clock maker, and a 
first-class cabinet maker, many of his family and friends treasuring -
beautiful exarnples of his art in this last respect. In the 1914-18 War 
he turned his ability as a carpenter to good effect in the making of 
crutches and other aids for the wounded. He also served as a special 
constable. 

His first climbing was in Japan, with W alter \iV eston, in, r 89 r, but it 
\-vas not until the early years of this century that he commenced climbing 
regularly, his qqalifications for the Club including the Grand Comb in 
and Mont Blanc in 1903 ; the Grand Cornier, Zinal Rothorn and 
Weisshorn (latter fro:t;n Zinal to Randa, the exact route unspecified) in 
1904 ; and in 1905 cli1nbs in the Eastern Alps, as well as the Rimpfisch
horn, Lyskamm and Obergabelhorn (from Zermatt). One of his best 
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years, I9II, included the Zmutt an~te; Weisshorn by Schalligrat; 
traverse of the two Drus ; Aig. de Blaitiere ; and the Sudlenspitze
Nadelhorn traverse. He has little to show for I9I2 save the Weissmies 
by N. arete ; in I 9 I 3 ·he was busy with Chamonix . aiguilles ; and in 
1920- 23 he was out each year, mostly in the Valais. His favourite 
guide was Siegfried Burgener, of Eisten, to whom he left a bequest in 
his will. · 

Outliving most of his contemporaries, and in recent years largely 
confin~d to his own house, he was probably t:lOt \veil known to many 
members of the Club at the present day. liis interests, however, 
continued with him, and he always gave a \Velcome to each new number 
of the Alpine Jou1'nal; whilst those intimately associated with him will 
ha ye grateful memories of his generosity. 

~r. s. BLAKENEv. 

- - ---- ~- .. ~-·- -..- -

]Ol-IANN SUMMERMATTER 
• 

I HAD'known Johann Summermatter of Randa since I9I2, when: we 
met at Cortina. Since that time we had experienced many good 
climbing holidays together, and a better companion and host it would 
be hard to find. Tall and of outstanding physique, his mastery of 
rocks was superb. Several first ascents are to his credit, some of the 
best known including the gendarme on the Obergabelhorn, the large 
gendartne on the Rimpfischhorn (this last is rarely climbed), the steep 
wall of Tofana near Cortina ·and others in France and elsewhere. 
He always combined the best of spirits, especially when climbing 
his beloved mountains, with a thoughtfulness for others and a courtesy 
which used to impress all. However tiring a climb his watchfulness 
and care nevet relaxed. 

The W eisshorn above Randa was his favourite peak whose many 
approaches and descents none knew better. At the age of 67 he led 
over the North Arete of this mountain down to the Col Tracuit. k 
father of a large family and with 43 grandchildren, he was loved and 
respected by all, not only for his generosity and honesty, but also for 
his good and kindly advice to the many who came to him. 

A man of exceptional character and b~aring, those of us \vho knew 
him feel they miss a great guide, a staunch friend, whose advice and 
experience they will never have ·again, but whose memory will always 
be a most happy one. 

L. W. BIRP. 
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